Page 24

0

www.slatejournal.com

March 7, 2008

Land Owner, Army Corps Continue Scrap over Highlands Land

By LINDA HARRIS .
(hio Valley Cornespondent

A properly owner contesting develop-
ment of a theme park at The Highlands
has served notice he will sugif the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineersissugsa per-
mit for Phase 5 of the project befare miti-
gation required for prevmuﬁ &tagﬁs has
bean done,

Moorefield attorney J. Daﬂd’ Judy
filed notice of intent to sue on behalf of
property owner David 0°'Brien, a New
Jersey restdent who owns a 22-acre par-
cel between The Highlands and Inter-
state T0.

The notice cites alleged viclations

of federal water regulations stemiming
from fill activities assoclated with
earlier stages of The Highlands devel-
opment. It also suggests previously re-
guired mitigation has yet to be done.

Judy considers the notice of intent a
preemptive strike of sorts.

“We filed the notice as a prerequi-
site to [iling suit,” Judy sald. “We are
not certain of the deetsions that are
going to be made, if any, by the Corps
of Engineers right now. We were con-
cerned by some of what we were hear-
ing in comments=-that.were public
record and wantad’to make sure the
rights of Mr. O'Brien were protected
and that statutury law is being fol-
lowed.”

Scoit Hans, chifl: of the reguls-
tory branch for the Corps' Pittsburgh

" 'district, said his staff met with Ohio

County Development Authority
and county commissioners recently in
a continuing exchange of comments
stemming from their Phase 5§ permit
application. The Corps provided them

with input from state and federal agen-
cles, to which they now must respond.
The developers mst satisfy the gues-
tions and concerns posed by those par-
ties before a permibtting decision can be
made.

“Clearly there are concerns that need
ta be addressed in order to allow us to
proceed with permit issuance for (Phase
5)," Hans told Ohic County Administra-
tor Greg Stewart in a Feb. 19 letier. “We
have received additional mitigation in-
formation and will be reviewing it, which
may address some of the points outlined
in the attachment.”

Judy said 0'Brien is concerned that,
if the Phase & permit is issued, his
rights as a praperty owner will be vi-
olated. Despite assurances that OCDA
will sidestep the O'Brien property in
developing the theme park, he said the

pareel is still showing up in maps of the
praject area.

"We see it ag a real threal, that’s why
we filed the notice of intent,” he added.

Commissioners had offered (0'Brien
$15,000 for the property, which theyve
previously characterized as hilly. Judy,
however, said an independent appraisal
pegged aclual value at juat over $1 mil-
lion.,

Stewart conld be reached for com-
ment.

Commissioner David Sims, however,
said the O'Brien property isn't part of
their Highlands planning.

“If we don't own his property, we're
nolgoingtogoon it,” hesaid. "Our intent
right now i to just work around him, he
can keep the property and do whatevar
he thinks he can do with it. {We) don't
know what his intentions are.”

Marlon County Teachers Face Uncertainty About Jobs

ByKATIEWILSON
= Time Wast Virginian - - 8
FAIRMONT - Dozims nft&abhersam
facingjoh uncartainty this'week =~
Last” weel, the ' Marlon - COlnty
Board of Edncatinn sent ot Rediction

Tn Force notices o 27 jrofessiopal and 12

service positions, Those may be elimi-
nated entirely.

430, 31 professional positions—teach-
ers employed on one-year contracts —
won't be renewed,

At the MCBOE's regular meeting
March 2, Superintendent of Schools
James Phares released a list of impor-
tant dates for those affected.

For those 39 total positions that have
been RIFed, the MCBOE will hold hear-

ings on March 10, 11.and 17. Hearings are
held at the request of those affected. The
board will affirm or deny Phares' RIF

_recommendations -at-the next regular

meeting on March:17: _

Transfm notices must be given by
A;f ril 7, althoughithose notices were also

edsed Tast ‘week According to infor-
mation released by Phares, there were
38 professional and M service personnel
placed on the transfer list. Hearings for
transfers will be held during the evenings
of April 22, 25 and 28.

Phares' recommendations for the
transfer list will be considered by the
board at the regular mesting May 5. Also
that night, the board will receive a list of
probationary teachers and service per-

sonnel wimni'fhare!;‘rg:ommmds to gat

renewed conttacts, At this time, Phares _

believes 51 of those . professional posi-
tions will be eliniinated.

All this is happening because of re-
duced funding, he sald. According to
the written Information, the actions are
deemed necessary because of “projected
loss of revenue due to declining enroll-
ment, a drop in Medicaid reimburse-
ment and cost shifts of PE1A liability to
local boards of education.”

Another izsue is the projected loss of
fumding because of the state school-aid
formula.

According to this year’s enrcilment
figures, the county has less than 20 per-
cent of students designated as special ed-

ucation. When that figure dropped, the
county schools were reclassified- from
net enrollment to adjusted enrollment
under the state scheol-aid formula.

Distrlets classified as having net en-
rollinent are entitied to more teachers
per 1,000 students under the state-aid
formula. For a high-density county like
Marion, that's about 74 teachers per 1.000
students, Next school year, when Marion
County is fully considered an “adjusted
enrollment” county, the state will only
pay for 53.5 teachers per 1,000 students.

In Jamuary, Phares said Marion
County is mow 179 toial positions over
the number paid for by the state. Any po-
sitions above that number must be paid
for by local funds.
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